


option. “I like woven sea grasses more than rattan and wick-
er,” he says. “They scream organic and earthy and outdoors
without going the regular route of wicker. I also really like
pure white painted wood furniture. A coffee table in a really
hefty wood with a pure white painted finish just really looks
open and airy. I even like for sofa legs to be white.”

Accessories should add to the ambience you’ve created, not
serve simply as dust-collecting clutter. Now’s the time when
you can introduce some of those traditional beach motifs—like
shells and coral—but in new and interesting ways.

“I love seashells, but for me they would have to be really
large ones,” says Lavoie. “Today, what’s really meaningful is
to have fewer pieces but larger ones so that they’re more sub-

Seashells and starfish aren't your only
choices when it comes to choosing
accessories for a home near the water.

piece that reflects that it’s an ocean but it’s not so obvious.”

Some striking photographs would also make a statement.
“Zero in on the wheel of a ship or the hull of a ship or some
ropes tied up,” says Mecadon. “You could take a literal image
of a ship, and by cropping it the right way, you could have a
really cool piece of art hanging on the wall for pennies.
Sometimes it’s better to not look at things as a whole but to
look at them as individual parts.”

When you live at the coast, reflecting the natural environ-
ment in your home decor can help give your residence a
relaxed attitude that invites people to kick back, sip a fruity
cocktail, and soak in the beautiful views. “By bringing natu-
ral elements in, you’re automatically creating a sense of calm

“l'use a lot of contemporary furnishings mixed with vintage and antigue-looking fur-
niture, mixing in different wood tones and types of materials—sea grass, rattan,
teak, stone, iron—just to give the space an uncontrived look.”

—Melissa G. Allen, principal interior designer at Lehigh Acres—hased MGA Interior Design

stantial and more interesting. And they don’t have to be real
shells. There are beautiful seashells made out of other mate-
rials that look spectacular if well done.”

If you want to display your own found objects, do so in a
unique manner. “I will buy old aquariums and fill them with
seashells that I find walking on the beach,” says Woods. “And
the mantels at my home in Maine are lined with rocks that I
found on the beach. When I have guests over, I mix a few
votives in with them and it’s just a nice setting.”

Incorporate accessories with different textures and sheens
to create interest and achieve that accumulated-over-time
look. “I use a lot of mirrors and glass to bring sparkle to the
indoors, and at the same time to help bring in light and reflect
it throughout the home,” says Lavoie. “It helps to keep the
space light yet not sterile.”

For artwork, you could go with a seascape or nautical scene.
Or you could opt for something less expected and make a big-
ger splash. “I love contemporary art,” says Pena. “I'd love a
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and a peaceful, casual vibe,” says Mecadon.

“It’s almost like having a bright summery day 365 days
year,” says Flynn. “It will change your outlook; you’ll be more
inclined to relax. And it’s a style that’s classic, not trendy. As
long as you don’t go cliché and go overboard, it’s always
going to be in vogue.”

But if tropical foliage and watery hues aren’t your thing,
don’t feel pressured to turn your home into a beach cottage
or island getaway. “If you like European design and you want
your home to be ultra-modern or to be dark, go for it if you’re
going to feel comfortable in that space,” says Pena. “You
might walk outside and have the beach but walk inside and it
feels like a palace. It’s all about feeling comfortable and going
with your feelings. If you love it, your home decor doesn’t
have to be exactly what your outside looks like.” gl

Beth Luberecki is a Venice, Florida—based freelance writer and an
editor for TOTI Media.

You know youve sucobeded if your hame
makes you feel like kicking back with an
icy cold cocktall or a good beok




